Treatment of blunt injury to the carotid artery by using endovascular stents: an early experience.
Identification of blunt carotid injury prior to the development of ischemic symptoms requires aggressive screening of patients at risk. The treatment of these lesions has centered around long-term anticoagulation therapy. However, studies have revealed that many of these lesions persist despite medical treatment, as does the risk of distal embolization. The authors present a series of six patients who were successfully treated by means of endovascular stent placement for nonpenetrating carotid injuries. In the authors' experience this treatment requires only temporary anticoagulation therapy, results in immediate reconstruction of the injured vessel, obliterates pseudoaneurysms, and prevents distal embolization.